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There are five Bindweeds to be found in Edinburgh. In addition Hybrids and Black Bindweed and Russian Vine are listed at the end. 





Great Bindweed 


Hairy Bindweed 


Hedge Bindweed 


Field Bindweed 


Sea Bindweed 





Calystegia silvatica 


Calystegia pulchra 


Calystegia sepium 


Convolvulus arvensis 


Calystegia soldanella 























Commonish Commonish Common Commonish Rare - records on the east 
coasts either side of the 
Firth of Forth. 

Map Map Map Map Map 





First look at the side of the flower for the size of the bracts as shown in the first section of face-on pictures, and continue from there. 


At the end of the document is a summary of variants of Field Bindweed, some similar plants to be aware of, and hybrids. 








Side / Bracts 


Firstly look at the side for the bracts. They are either large and fully overlapping (first two) or poorly overlapping (third) or small and tidy 


(fourth and fifth). 





Great B. Hairy B. 





Hedge B. 


Field B. Sea B. 








e Bracts greatly overlap and hide sepals underneath 
entirely or almost so. 

e Great may have pink stripes; Hairy is pinky 

e If it is one of these, look at the flower colour, flower 
stems. 


e Bracts poorly overlap (or 
not at all) so sepals are 
significantly visible. 


e Bracts are small and tidy 
e Flowers white (Field) or Pinky (both) 
e If it is one of these, look at the leaves. 
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Face 


Don’t make too much of the colours in determining species except Great B. is white whilst the similar Hairy B. is pink. However within the 
species, the colours can trace you to different forms. 





Great B. 


Hairy B. 


Hedge B. 


Field B. 


Sea B. 





e White 
e May have Pinky-Strips 
under the petals (see pic 


above) 

e Deeply lobed = f. quinquepartita 

e Bracts as wide as long with obtuse apex 
flowers to 6.5 cm = ssp. disjuncta) 

e Bracts twice as wide as long with 
flowers to 9cm = ssp silvatica 


e Pink always 


e White e Sometimes Pinky 
e White = ssp sepium f. sepium 

e Pink with 5 white spokes = ssp sepium f. 
colorata (unhairy), ssp roseata (hairy) 

e White(?) with lobed edges = ssp sepium 
f. schizoflora 

e Rounded leaf base sinus = ssp. 
spectabilis 


e White, Pink or Stripey 

e See end for varieties 

e May have purple anthers 
unlike the others 


e Pink with White 





White 
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Stems (Particularly to Flower) 





Great B. 


Hairy B. 


Hedge B. 


Field B. 


Sea B. 





e Hairless 
e Unflanged 


e Hairs (lens: may be 
Sparse) 
e Flanged (may be 


unnoticeable) 


e Hairless, but ssp roseata 
shortly/sparsely hairy 


e Hairless or thinly Hairy 


e Hairless 





Flanges 


























Leaves 
Great B. 





Hairy B. 








Hedge B. 


Field B. 


Sea B. 





somewhat variable. 





e These leaves are shaped like an arrowhead with a pointed tip and a deep cave 
(sinus) at the leaf base, however the shapes are on average a little different but 


e Arrow-like often without 
a deep cave (sinus) at leaf 


Roundy glossy leaves. 



































Field Bindweed Forms 







































































Pinkiness White Spokes Inner Spotting Filaments + Anthers 
f. arvensis White Only White 
f. notatus White Only ee White 
f. pallidiroseus Pale Pink 5 to Rim White + Purple 
f. pallidinotatus Pale Pink 5 to Rim ee White + Purple 
f. pentarrhabdotus 5 to Rim Pink + Purple 
f. pentastichtus 5 to Rim eo Tinted Pink + Purple 
f. decarrhabdotus 10 to Rim Pink + Purple 
f. decemvulnerus 10 to Rim eo Pink + Purple 
f. perroseus 5 not to Rim Pink + Purple 
f. quinquevulnerus 5 not to Rim eo Pink + Purple 





Some Examples: - 
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See Also 

















Black Bindweed Russian Vine 

Fallopia convolvulus Fallopia baldschuanica 

Common except hills Common in city and at times near other residences; 
often in gardens 
Map 





























Hybrids 

Hedge x Great (C . sepium x C. silvatica = C. x lucana) - very fertile, white or pale pink if C. sepium was pink, not recorded in region but 
scattered in Britain and frequent in Manchester, Cambridge and London. 

Hairy x Great (C . pulchra x C. silvatica = C. x howittiorum) - partially fertile, pink, not recorded in region but very scattered in England and 
more frequent Nottingham to Scunthorpe. 


Hedge x Hairy (C. sepium x C. pulchra = C. x scanica) - partially fertile, white to pale pink. Not recorded in region and very rare in Britain. 


Info 


Updated : 2019-12-18 - please check you have the latest version! 

Contact : David Merrick - facebook.com/meteorquake 

Facebook Botany Group for Lothians : facebook.com/groups/lothiansbotany 
All items in this Series : paintdrawer.co.uk/nature/edinburgh/downloads.htm 


